BEFORE THE TENNESSEE REGULATORY AUTHORITY

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
May 5, 2003
IN RE: )
)
PETITION FOR ARBITRATION OF )  DOCKET NO.
ITC*DELTACOM COMMUNICATIONS, INC. )
)

03-00119
WITH BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC. :

ORDER APPOIN TING MEDIATOR

This métter came before Director Deborah Taylor Tate, Director Pat Miller and
Director Ron Jones of the Tennessee Regulatory Authority (the “TRA” or “Authority”),
the voting panel assigned to this docket, at a regularly scheduled Authority Conference
held on March 3, 2003 for consideration of the Petition for Arbitration of ITC"DeltaCom
(“Petition”) filed by ITCDeltaCom Communications, Inc. (“DeltaCom”) on February 7,
2003.

Background

Section 251 of the Telecommunicationg Act of 1996 (the “Act”) requires
telecommunications carriers to interconnect with the facilities and equipment of other
telecommunications carriers. This obligation is usually met through the execution of an

interconnection agreement.  Incumbent loca] exchange carriers have the additional




in their negotiations to interconnect their facilities with the facilities of BellSouth
Telecommunications, Inc. (“BellSouth”). In the Petition, DeltaCom also requests, inter

alia, that mediation take place prior to a hearing date being set in this docket.’

The Petition identifies Seventy-one issues to be arbitrated.* Although the Act
allows for mediation during negotiations, it does not specifically require or prohibit such
mediation in advance of the arbitration. In previous arbitrations, the TRA has held

mediations prior to the arbitration hearing in an effort to assist the parties in resolving and

247US.C. § 252(a)(2).
* Petition, p. 41 (February 7, 2003).
*1d., pp. 4-41.




IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT:

1. The request for mediation articulated in ITC"DeltaCom Communications,

Inc.’s Petition Jor Arbitration of ITC"DeltaCom is granted.

2. The General Counsel or his designee is appointed to serve as the Mediator
in this docket.
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